Standside and the Racecourse: part 2
You may have read “Standside”, my little article on the popular
racecourse sited on Fairfield Common.
However, Ian White and my friend Alan Roberts have kindly provided
more material, taking our understanding of the racecourse to a
whole new level.
I always felt that the track was oval, basically following the line of the
ninth fairway and then returning parallel to the A6. This is probably
being a fan of the film Ben Hur ….
However, the maps you can see here tell a different story.

The circular track is clearly marked on this OS map from around
1840.

On this map, Ian has skilfully superimposed the route onto a modern
map, identifying several significant buildings.

The Fairfield Halt was a station next to the racecourse site. This
picture is from 1930. The railway station was not built until after the
racecourse officially closed, so it is suspected that it was used for
occasional informal meetings and local travellers needing a Fairfield
train service.

This was taken from a book by David Owen (1996) The Old Road to
Fairfield, kindly loaned by Alan Roberts.

There are several sections in this book relevant to the racecourse.
1. The course was one mile long and circular.
2. There was no admission charge as it was then “gated fields”,
eventually becoming common land. [Note: this is an issue worth
exploring in a future article].
3. The meetings were held over two days: The Devonshire Arms
was a pub, hotel and had its own stables.
4. On Wednesday 25 July 1821, the Duke of Devonshire offered
50 guineas prize money for maiden horses of all ages. This was
run in two heats.
5. Other prizes were offered for the North High Peak Yeomanry
and the Cavalry Cup.
Bogtrotter
An Irishman called George Platel had a bay gelding named Bogtrotter
which won the 10 guinea sweep. The visiting Irish racegoers
celebrated by getting patriotically drunk. When the locals saw this
the local prize-fighter George Slack attacked the Irish hero Paddy
Halton.
There was a riot on the common. Stockport police were called.
The following day, George and Paddy met in single combat, with the
latter emerging victorious.
6. Lomax’s Correct List (1827) from Stockport suggests that all the
dogs wandering on the common were to be destroyed.
[Note: were there really that many dogs???]
7. By 1830, the races were a sideshow, with a range of other
sports on offer: cock fighting, boxing matches and gambling.
8. By 1840, the last race was run on account of the “bad
characters whom the race meetings brought to the place”. The
Duke withdrew his patronage, but compensated Buxton by

erecting a fountain in the marketplace. [Note: not really the
same sort of thing, but I am sure it was appreciated….]
9. Apparently, informal racing took place until the 1920s, by
which time a better use had been found for Fairfield Common.
10.
The grandstand survived until 1862, being mistaken by
one visitor for an ancient abbey.
Finally, Ian White has provided further writings regarding the
racecourse which you can see here. What larks they had…..

So there you have it!
What an amazing bit of history our Golf Course has.
Jon White 02/01/20

P.S. Alan is a local historian and has written several fascinating books
on Buxton. His publications are available through Buxton Civic
Association at Poole’s Cavern or at any good bookshop.

